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Outdoor Learning 
Programme 2026-27

We are back with another fantastic offering of events 
for the 2026-27 Outdoor Learning Programme! 

Our aim is to get you out and about, engaging and learning with 
nature in new and exciting ways. Whether you are learning a skill, 
discovering a new area, or just enjoying being out in nature with 
a group of like-minded individuals! This year’s programme has 
a wonderful variety, including willow weaving, screen printing, 
heritage walks, composting and much more!

Book your places early to avoid disappointment – and enjoy the 
nature of the Gorge! See the back page for details.



Saturday 11th April, 10am – 1pm • £10
Composting Workshop with 
Garden Organic

Louise Lomax
Discover the secrets to great garden 
growth! Learn about the type of 
composting that is best for you, 
including wormeries, cool and hot 
composting, leaf mould and Bokashi. 
Topics include what to compost, 
composting creatures, common problems 
and tips for success. Learn where to site a 
compost bin and help build a compost bin and 
leaf mould container, together with ideas for composting 
at home.

Saturday 25th April, 7pm – 10pm  
£5pp (cash only)
Charity Quiz Night
Help raise funds for the Trust and join us for a 
fun-filled Charity Quiz Night at Coalbrookdale 
Community Centre! (doors open 6.30pm). Teams 
of four, Prizes & raffle on the night. Bring your 
own food and drink. Book your place at Downes, 
Broseley or direct from SGCT (cash only)

Sunday 26th April, 
10am – 1pm • FREE

Severn Gorge Plant Sale, 
Our Spring Plant Sale is back for 
another year! Come and grab a bargain 
and support the Trust. All proceeds 
from the sale go towards managing 
the living landscape of the Ironbridge 

Gorge WHS. Find us on Darby Road, 
Coalbrookdale, TF8 7EP. 



Wednesday 13th May, 7pm – 9pm • FREE
SGCT Annual Open Evening

For our Open Evening 2026 - we are 
delighted to welcome special guest speaker 
Phil Loveday from the Shropshire Badger 
Group, with his talk ‘Badgers: Our Stripey 
Neighbours’. 

Join us at Coalport Village Hall to discover 
what the Trust has been up over the last year, 

what our plans are for this year, and ask us any 
questions or air your ideas (not forgetting tasty 
cake and hot drinks!) 

Friday 29th May, 10am – 12pm • FREE
Ironbridge Heritage 
Celebration Walk
Celebrate the 40th year of the World 
Heritage Site and join Amber from the 
Severn Gorge Countryside Trust to follow 
the Iron Trail, learning more about the 

heritage of Coalbrookdale and Ironbridge 
along the way. 

Friday 29th May, 8pm – 10pm • £5
Bat and Moth Evening 

Join our family friendly evening walk 
to learn more about the fascinating 
creatures that fly through our night 
skies. Beautiful bats, hooting owls and 
magnificent moths, come and see what 

we discover after the sun has set!

Friday 19th June, 6pm – 9pm • £5
Marvellous Meadows Walk

Come along for an evening walk around Coalbrookdale 
and learn more about some of our marvellous meadows. We will point out 
some of the key wildflower species that make them special and talk about their 
management and importance as a habitat. Finishing up with light refreshments.



Saturday 11th July, 12pm – 3pm • £35
Kingfisher in Soft Pastels –  
Beginner Friendly Workshop 

Roxy Hester 
Join Roxy Hester, Shropshire based wildlife and 
animal artist, for this fantastic follow along 
workshop. You will be learning how to use 
soft pastels (sticks and pencils) to create 
a beautiful kingfisher. (Suitable for 
beginners).

Wednesday 12th August, 10am – 
1pm • £25
Beginner Cyanotype 
Workshop 
Explore the wonders of cyanotype 
printing! This early printing method uses 
UV sensitive pigments to create beautiful 
blue prints. You will create your own light sensitive 
papers, create arrangements with found materials and 
expose them to UV light. (Suitable for beginners). 



Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th September, 10am – 4pm • £95
Botanical Screen-Printing 2 Day Workshop

Sophie Woodhouse
In this 2-day course, discover how versatile, exciting and immediate screen-
printing can be, using both simple paper cut-out shapes and brushing directly 
onto the screen for an immediate explosion of colour. Using foraged berries and 
plants, kitchen waste and botanical extracts, we will brew and mix colours both 
subtle and vibrant to create pastes for printing on paper. Over-printed modifiers 
will change the colours in a magical way. Suitable for beginners! 

Friday 18th September, 7pm – 9pm • £5
Bat and Moth Evening
Join our family friendly evening walk to learn more about the fascinating 
creatures that fly through our night skies. Beautiful bats, hooting owls and 
magnificent moths, come and see what we discover after the sun has set!

Saturday 26th September, 10am – 12pm • FREE
Walk & Talk: Tree Management in the Gorge
Join the SGCT team for a walk through some of the woodlands in the Gorge to 
learn and discuss more about management techniques and the nuanced issues 
facing these sites and their trees. 



Saturday 17th October, 10am – 4pm • £80
Beginner’s Basketmaking Workshop

Daisy Askins
In this beginner’s basketmaking course 
you’ll be introduced to the tools and 
techniques of the heritage craft of 
willow weaving. Daisy will show 
you how to make your own 
shallow round basket, where 
you’ll learn how to make a 
round base, stake up the base, 
weave the sides, and turn 
down the border. This basket is 
perfect for storing fruit, bread 
or household bits and bobs. 

Sunday 15th November,  
11:30 – 1pm • £42
Create A Bottle 
Terrarium Workshop 

Vicky Williams
Join Vicky from The Garden Room 
for a fun, hands-on workshop 
where you’ll build your own 
terrarium – a tiny garden in a 
glass jar. Learn how these little 
ecosystems work, choose your 
plants, and layer soil, stones, and 
moss to create your own living 
landscape to take home, complete with 
tips to keep it thriving.  Perfect for beginners 
and plant enthusiasts alike, this workshop 
blends creativity, nature, and a gentle moment 
of plant-filled calm.



Sunday 29th November, 10am – 1pm • FREE
Severn Gorge Christmas Fair
Come one, come all, to our fantastic festive fair! Grab 
yourselves some locally sourced and hand-crafted gifts 
whilst supporting our work in the Gorge. There will 

be raffles, tombola, and of course, winter treats to 
enjoy. Free entry to all! 

Friday 4th December, 6 – 9pm,  
Saturday 5th December,  
10am – 1pm • £30
Christmas Willow Wreath 
Workshop 

Get in to the festive spirit and learn to create 
your very own Christmas wreath. You 

will work with locally harvested willow 
and foraged materials to weave a 

beautiful – and unique – natural 
wreath. Once you have woven 
your willow base you can decorate 
with greenery, berries and other 
materials to create a gorgeous 
wreath.

Saturday 9th January,  
10am – 1pm • £5

Beat the Blues Walk  
(3 – 4 miles)
Blow away those January blues and see in 

a fresh start to the new year. Join us for 
a welcoming walk through the woods, 
followed by a warming bowl of hot soup 
to finish. 



Friday 12th February, 6pm – 8pm • £25
Kinusaiga Workshop
Try your hand at this contemporary Japanese 
artform, using decorative fabrics to create 
a collage effect picture inspired by nature. 
This no-sew technique gives the effect of 
a patchwork picture and is a great way 
to use up scraps from other projects! 
(Suitable for beginners)

Saturday 13th March, 10am – 1pm  
• £30
Spring Wreath Workshop
Celebrate the start of spring by creating and 
decorating your own willow wreath base. 
Using foraged greenery alongside beads, 
feathers, cones and more you will make 
own unique wreath, perfect to welcome in 
the new season!



Join us for an exciting year of family friendly fun, whether it be 
pond dipping, den building, or a bat walk, there are loads of 
ways to get involved and discover more about the wonderful 
nature of the Gorge. Our events follow the changing seasons 
and explore some of our beautiful sites around Ironbridge, 
discover the power of plants, search for hidden mammal tracks, 
and get creative using natural materials! 

Explore, discover,  

learn, and play!



FAMILY FRIENDLY EVENTS 
2026-27

Wednesday 1st April, 10am – 12pm
Easter Walk and Crafts, From £3
Join us for some fun Easter crafts and explore the 
woods to complete our Easter Trail, follow all the 
clues and perhaps you will find a delicious Easter 
surprise at the end!

Tuesday 26th May – 10am – 12pm, 
Welly Walk – Family Friendly 
Walk, FREE*
Join Amber from Severn Gorge Countryside 
Trust for a wonderful welly walk taking in 
Loamhole Dingle! Have a go at pond dipping 
and mini raft building and see what watery 
wildlife we can discover. 

Wednesday 27th May – 10am – 12pm,  
Marvellous Mammals, 
FREE*
Join Amber to explore the woods 
around Jiggers Bank, searching 
for signs of mammals and other 
wildlife using the area. Have a go 
at casting footprints (weather 
permitting) and gather materials 
to create some miniature homes 
for wildlife! 

*These walks are FREE thanks 
to funding from Telford & Wrekin 
Council as part of the Telford Walk 
Week. 



Friday 29th May, 8pm – 10pm 
Bat and Moth Evening, from £5
Join our family friendly evening walk to learn more 
about the fascinating creatures that fly through our 
night skies. Beautiful bats, hooting owls and magnificent 
moths, come and see what we discover after the sun has set!

Wednesday 5th August, 10am – 12pm
Beautiful Bees! FREE
Join Alison’s bee class and learn all about these fascinating 
insects! Discover what really makes a bee, nine important job 
roles of the honey bee, why pollination so important, have a 
go at rolling your own beeswax candle and dress up as a 
bee-keeper... This session is one not to be missed. 



Wednesday 19th August, 10am – 12pm
Watery Wildlife Walk  
@ Loamhole Dingle,  
from £3.50
Join us for a fun filled session of 
pond and river dipping and mini raft 
building. See what watery wildlife we 
can discover and discover more about 
the fascinating creatures living in our 
ponds and rivers. 

Wednesday 28th October,  
10am –12pm 
Halloween Family Friendly 
Walk, from £3.50
Gather all ghosts and ghouls and join us for 
a spooky Halloween adventure. Explore the 
woods around Loamhole Dingle and make 
some creepy creations using natural materials, 
before returning for drinks and snacks.

Saturday 5th December, 2pm – 4pm
Family Friendly Christmas 
Crafts, from £3.50
Celebrate the festive season and have a go at 
making crafts inspired by nature! We will use 
a mixture of recycled and gathered materials 
to create some wonderful decorations for the 
winter season. 

Wednesday 17th February, 10am – 12pm
Winter Wonder @ Bower Yard, 
from £3.50
Join us as we explore the wonders of winter around Bower Yard and Benthall 
Edge. We will search the bare woodlands for signs, tracks and trails of the 
creatures who call them home, plus have a go at making a footprint tunnel to 
take home! 



Friday 24th July, 10am – 1pm
Stoneware Slab Pot 
Building, FREE*
During this morning workshop 
children will be taught the process 
of making a slab-built pot using 
stoneware clay. Collect materials from 
the local area to help with decorating 
your pots!

Friday 31st July, 10am – 1pm
Natural Ink Making, 
FREE
Have a go at making simple inks from 
plants and experiment with using 
everyday household ingredients 
to alter pH levels. See what colours 
you can achieve and use them to 
sketch and paint with. A chance to 
experiment and get creative with 
nature.

This series of 6 workshops 
aims to encourage children, 
through a variety of art 
techniques, to engage, 
explore and be inspired by 
the natural world. These 
events are free thanks to 
funding from the Hilton 
Jones Charitable Trust. They 
are aimed at children aged 8 
and up, but if you have any 
questions, please feel free to 
contact us to find out more. 
Places are limited, so please 
only book what you need 
and cancel ASAP if you can 
no longer attend. Places 
need only be booked for the 
children attending, but they 
will need to be accompanied 
by an adult. 

WILD ABOUT ART
2026-27



Friday 7th August, 10am – 1pm
Willow Weaving, FREE
Join Amber from the Trust for some simple willow 
weaving activities! We will use locally grown 
willow and combine with other materials to 
create simple woven willow pieces of art. 

Friday 14th August, 10am – 1pm
Paper and Plants – Nature 
Collage, FREE
Use a variety of techniques and materials to create 
a wonderful mixed-media collage inspired by nature! 
We will try our hands at momigami, creating nature 
stickers, bark and leaf rubbing as well as recycling 
old magazines and books! 

Friday 21st August, 10am – 1pm
Print Making, FREE
Try your hand at different print making 
techniques, including cyanotype or ‘sun-printing’ 
and utilising recycled materials such as tetrapaks. 
Collect natural materials and incorporate them into 
your different print making techniques! 

Friday 28th August, 10am – 1pm
Woodland Art Workshop, FREE
 Forage and collect natural materials from the local 
woodlands to create and build animals and birds 
(or anything the imagination can conjure) using 
pinecones as a base and found natural materials. 

Friday 28th August, 2pm – 3pm
Pottery Glazing Session, FREE* 
This extra 1-hour session is for attendees of the slab pot building session to glaze 
their pots with a coloured glaze after an initial bisque firing. Any students who 
are not able to attend this session will have their pots glazed with a clear glaze.

*This session is a follow on from the slab pot building session on July 24th. 
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How to book
• �Book your place via Severn Gorge Countryside Trust’s 

 page. (Please note that bookings via Eventbrite 
incur a booking fee).

• �To avoid booking fees, contact Severn Gorge Countryside Trust 
directly via email: bookings@severngorge.org.uk or phone 01952 433880

Refund Policy:
• �You can request a full refund up to one week prior to the event start date 

(booking fee is non-refundable).

• �If the event is cancelled, you will receive a full refund, including the booking fee.

Contact information:
bookings@severngorge.org.uk

 
Severn Gorge Countryside Trust

Darby Road, Coalbrookdale, Telford, TF8 7EP
01952 433880  •  www.severngorge.org.uk 

Severn Gorge Countryside Trust is a registered charity. The Trust’s aim is to promote, protect and conserve the living landscape 
of the Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Site. REG CHARITY No. 1004508


